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by Dave Pikel

“I’m coaching a dream team.  They get along.  They respect coaching.  They take on their roles & do them.”


-John Calipari – Memphis University Men’s Basketball Coach

April 5, 2008 – ESPN TV – After defeating UCLA in NCAA Final Four Semi-Final Game

“At this point in the season, when you get down to the last weekend, the only teams that are left are teams that are really, really hard to play against… if a team had a lot of weaknesses they wouldn’t be here… play to your strengths.”


-Geno Auriemma – University of Connecticut Women’s Basketball Coach

NCAA.com – Preview of Stanford vs. Connecticut semifinal NCAA game April 6, 2008 

“Considering we went to seven Final Fours and played in four national championship games before we won one, I know how they feel.”


-Pat Summitt – University of Tennessee Women’s Basketball Coach

NCAA.com – Press Conference – in preparation for LSU vs. TN final four semi-final game April 6, 2008

When asked about LSU making the Final Four, the past 5 years in a row, but not advancing in any of them.

“I think my parents both had a big impact on me and my coaching style.  My dad is more of a communicator.  They were both about teaching.”


-Billy Taylor – Ball State University Men’s Basketball Coach (West Aurora High School Grad)


The Beacon News – January 22, 2008 – Page B1

“If something negative enters my mind, I push it out.  I focus on God because then God becomes big and the problem becomes small.  But, if I focus on the problem, the problem becomes big and God becomes small.”

“When a whole team is acting as one, it is incredible what they can do.”


-Kay Yow – North Carolina State University Women’s Basketball Coach

“Sharing the Victory” Magazine – March 2008 – Page 10    (sharingthevictory.com)

Kay has been diagnosed with breast cancer three times, most recently stage IV in November 2006

“For 15 years it was so wonderful to me… but when our game starts, I’m gonna try to focus on what my guys are doing against his guys… At the end I’m gonna have a good feeling for one team & a hurt feeling for another.”


-Roy Williams – University of North Carolina Men’s Basketball Coach

CBS TV – Pregame before NC played Univ. of Kansas – whom Roy coached for 15 years.

“If it’s about the wins and losses, I think the job is very empty.  If the job is about making an impact and helping young people grow spiritually, emotionally, mentally and intellectually, then I think you’re doing what you are supposed to do.”


-Ron Lievense – Barton College Men’s Basketball Coach


“Sharing the Victory” Magazine – March 2008 – Page 34      (sharingthevictory.com)
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